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ATF to Honor Fallen Oklahoma Officer

On September 15, 2010, a ceremony will take place at the National Native 
American Law Enforcement Association annual conference in Las Vegas, Nevada.  The 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) will posthumously award it’s 

highest honor, the Gold Star Medal to Alcohol Tax Unit (ATU) Investigator William Louis 
Pappan, who was brutally killed in Tulsa, Oklahoma, on December 4, 1935, while 
investigating a nightclub for illicit liquor activities. The ATU of the Internal Revenue 

Service was the forerunner alcohol law enforcement agency to ATF.
Prior to becoming an investigator with ATU, “Louie,” as he was commonly called, 
dropped his studies at Kendall College and volunteered for the Great War.  He served with 
the Oklahoma National Guard Ambulance Company Number 1 which was federalized into 
active service.  In France, he drove a mule drawn ambulance as part of the 166th 
Ambulance Company, 117th Sanitary Train (medical train), 42nd Division; rendering first 
aid transport near, or at the front lines, Louis himself was hospitalized more than once.  
After the war, he served as a Traffic Officer with the Tulsa Police Department. 

Louis was born on the Kaw Indian Reservation in Oklahoma in 1894 and had relatives 
with deep ties to American history. He was first cousin to Vice President Charles Curtis, 
our nation’s first Native American Vice President from 1929 to 1933; grandson to Louis 
Pappan, who operated a locally famous river ferry in Topeka, Kansas, transporting 
countless settlers westward;  Great-great-grandson to Kaw Nation Chief Monchousia 
(White Plume);  Great- great- grandnephew to Osage Nation Chief Pawhuska (White Hair) 
who met and negotiated a treaty with Thomas Jefferson in Washington, DC;  and 
potentially related to Gilles Papin of the notable French fur trading families of early 19th 
century St. Louis, Missouri.

Because of Pappan’s line of duty death, the Oklahoma Law Enforcement Memorial placed 
his name, story and picture on their web site where his name was recently discovered by 
ATF’s historian. 

Accepting the Gold Star Medal will be, Louis’s son, Stephen Maxfield Pappan of 
San Diego, CA, his first cousin, Jim Benbrook, of Arizona, and his great- grand niece, Erin 
Blackshere Pouppirt, of Kansas City, Kansas. 
For more information see his story on the Oklahoma Law Enforcement Memorial web site 

at www.oklemem.com
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